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CFE Lumber and Design projects will be featured.
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The newly completed feed 
milling operation at CFE's 
Ocheyedan location is up and 
running, producing feed for 
livestock operations across 
northwest Iowa, southwest 
Minnesota and southeast 
South Dakota.

With two new pork processing 
facilities added in the region 
in 2018 and early 2019, CFE 
customers have ramped up 
their production operations to 
meet demand. That means a 
lot more locally produced corn 
and soybeans will be going 
directly into swine rations 
and CFE is ready to meet that 
demand.

About The Cover
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By The Numbers
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L O A D S / D A Y

Delivered to 
CFE Customers

L O A D S / D A Y

of Bulk Ingredients 
Inputs

T O N / H O U R

Pelleted Feed 
Output

With thousands of complex 
operations going on in the 
new mill, operations staff 

had a lot to learn about how 
to ensure the mill runs safely, 

efficiently and on time.

Micro-ingredient 
bins hold the feed 
supplements used 
to tailor each ration 
to the customer's 
specifications.

Every ingredient that comes into the CFE Feed Mill is sampled and tested for protein levels and 
other analysis within a minute of its arrival at the plant. On the cover, Chad Evans, Quality Assurance 

and Receiving, gathers a sample from the receiving pit. The sample will be run through the FOSS 
Near-Infrared Reflectance (NIR) system to verify the quality of the ingredients that go into CFE Feed.

An appreciation lunch held 
for the feed mill construction 
crews was well-received.



>> ceo’s  desk

     Cooperative Farmers Elevator    5

Here's to a Bright and 
Productive 2019

As spring arrives, so does the optimism of 
another crop year. Optimism that all the 
planning and preparation for the 2019 season 
will pay off at harvest; optimism that the 
plans we have for our families, neighbors and 
communities will come to pass; and optimism 
that, on the whole, 2019 will be a really good 
year for lots of reasons.

At CFE, we hold the same optimism, while 
remaining realistic. 

The weather extremes in the region this 
past year have brought challenges for your 
cooperative. Reduced harvest receipts due to 
yield, lack of service income and challenging fall 
agronomy season certainly have had an effect 
on CFE’s fiscal performance year to date.

Although we remain optimistic the spring 
season will bring an opportunity to improve, we 
are also realistic some of what has been lost 
will not be made up. Just like in your operation, 
the team at CFE is working to reduce expense 
when and where possible.

Year-to-date, we have reduced operational 
expenses by nearly $1 million. Although this 
is significant, we know we need to continue to 
improve. I am very proud of our locations, staff 
and employees for making the tough, necessary 
decisions while maintaining the level of service 
and excellence you have come to expect from 
your cooperative.

While CFE is very focused on reducing 
operational expenses, it is also essential that 
we continue to reinvest for the long-term. Each 
project is carefully thought-out and evaluated 
on how it can positively impact the greatest 
number of patrons while improving long-term 
financial performance.

Case-in-point, the thoughtful planning and 
strategic investment that went into replacing 
outdated feed facilities with a state-of-the-art 
feed production facility.  Thanks to this timely 
investment, CFE is well-positioned to meet 

the growing demand from our region's thriving 
livestock industry.

Although delays due to weather pushed the 
project timeline back, we are extremely happy 
with the facility's performance. In a matter of 
weeks, production has gone from zero to – as 
of a recent Friday – more than 3,000 tons of 
feed produced in one day.

Weather and truck availability have been, at 
times, challenging but the team is working  
each day to iron out wrinkles as they're 
identified. We thank you for your continued 
patience and communication as we work 
through this important transition. 

Other recently completed capital projects 
include bulk seed storage and seed  
treatment improvements at Larchwood,  
Doon and Ocheyedan, as well as continuing 
planned investments in application and  
delivery equipment.

The Board of Directors also has approved the 
construction of a 3 million-bushel flat soybean 
storage facility to be built at the Bigelow, Minn., 
location...see details on page 6. 

Thank you for your continued support of your 
cooperative. Today’s agriculture environment is, 
to say the least, extremely challenging, but by 
working together we can and will succeed.

Rob Jacobs,  CEO



New Soybean Facility 
Planned for Bigelow

CFE has announced plans to build a 3 
million-bushel soybean storage facility at 
the Bigelow, Minn., location, to serve our 
customers with construction expected to 
take place through the spring and summer 
in order to be operational by the 2019 
harvest – weather-dependent.

The facility will be located on a newly 
purchased site southwest of the current 
Bigelow bin site. In addition to storage, the 
office and scales will be relocated to ease 
access in and out.

The additional storage and staging will likely 
have a positive impact on soybean handling 
at several locations, including Rushmore, 
Sibley, Allendorf, Ocheyedan, Rock Rapids, 
George and perhaps Harris and Lake Park. 

No additional rail service is being planned 
at Bigelow. Soybeans will be shuttled to our 
Ashton location for loading trains.

When the new Bigelow Soybean Facility 
is operational, we hope to be able to keep 
extended hours and be open weekends 
during harvest. Cost of the construction is 
expected to run $5.5 million to $6 million, 
though bids have not yet been let for  
the project.

At the 2018 Annual Meeting of Cooperative 
Farmers Elevator, two board seats were up 
for election. Mike Ter Wee, ran unopposed 
in his seat, and Dan Lorch, was elected as a 
new CFE board member in his seat run. 

Dan Lorch and his wife, Elizabeth, are from 

Harris, Iowa. Dan is a corn and soybean 
farmer and also raises cattle and hogs. 
He previously served on the legacy CEA 
Board. Dan is a graduate of Harris-Lake 
Park Community School and Iowa State 
University.

>> board business

Lorch Elected to CFE Board
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What a cold and snowy first quarter of 2019 we've had! Our 
board retreat, scheduled for the middle of February in Sioux 
Falls, was cancelled due to inclement weather. We received ten 
inches of snow as well as extreme winds the day of the retreat.

Weather conditions improved the next day and we were able 
to meet at George to review some of the issues we planned to 
address at the retreat, such as the Director Handbook and the 
directors' responsibilities.

Greg Cargin, our CPA and auditor, talked about some of the  
tax implications that the Tax Reform Act has created.

We also went over the financials – which we do at each 
monthly meeting. The financials at that time of year are  
usually in the red. This year is no exception, with not much 
activity going on other than feed manufacturing and with 
yields down in the eastern half of the territory. Grain receipts 
are also down. We do look forward to an active spring and 
summer crop season.

The feed mill is nearly complete barring a few small details. 
Even so, production continues with more being moved to 
the new mill each day. Operations and work is flowing as 
anticipated, and we're resolving the few remaining glitches  
as they're identified. 

Final pieces of new equipment are being installed this spring. 
Training for employees on the use of equipment is an ongoing 
process, as technology is continually updated.

Our goal as a board is to provide you, our members, timely, 
exceptional service. Spring has sprung and we anticipate it to 
be a productive time for CFE. Compared to previous years the 
work needing completed is far more than usual.

With crop and livestock prices down, we thought it was 
appropriate to send out checks for Regional Dividends as we 
receive them. More than $600,000 dollars was received by our 
members, a benefit of being a member of CFE.

We look forward to serving you, whether it be as an agronomy, 
feed, grain or lumber supplier, and we'll strive to give you great 
service. We thank you for your business and wish you a safe 
and productive spring.

Greetings from Your  
CFE Board of Directors

>> board business

Dave Van Holland
Boa r d Pr esident
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>> technically speaking

A STANDARD TREATMENT

Salt water  
treatments were 
used to protect seeds

The first copper 
products were 
introduced

The ban of use of 
arsenic implemented

The use of 
arsenic began

Mercury began 
being used- 1
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Newly designed for efficiency and ease of  
use, the new Ocheyedan Seed Treatment 
Facility has:

• Nearly tripled bulk seed storage  
capacity to 42,000 units

• Added a faster leg ahead of the treater

• Added a double-batch system allowing  
the operator to simultaneously treat 
one batch while prepping the next

• Added a 60' x 75' addition to the 
existing seed shed to house the 
treater and allow for treatment  
in inclement weather

Both Ocheyedan and Doon Seed 
Treatment Facilities are service hubs for 
customers of the surrounding area. The 
smaller Milford facility serves primarily 
customers of that location.

Ocheyedan Seed Treatment Facility

Where Good Crop Health Begins.

The History of Seed Treatments
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The ban of mercurial based seed 
treatments went into effect

A wide variety of treatments 
are offered to protect seed 
germination and yields in 
an environmentally friendly 
and safe way- P
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The first systemic fungicide 
product was launched

The development of new generation 
systemic organic fungicides and insecticides

MYTH:

MYTH:

MYTH:

MYTH:

MYTH:

TRUTH:

TRUTH:

TRUTH:

TRUTH:

TRUTH:

Seed treatment doesn't help when planting early.

Typical seed treatments assist in germination in cold and wet 
soils when early planted. There are also diseases which emerge 
even when the soil is warm but is once again wet.  

Seed treatment benefits stop when the seed germinates.

Seed treatments may assist the growing plant in the uptake of 
additional crop protections, such as fungicides and insecticides, 
later in the growing season. 

Seed treatments aren't safe to use.

Modern seed treatments are required to meet not only efficacy 
standards, but also safety and environmental standards. That 
being said, however, seed treatments often contain insecticides 
and should not be handled with bare hands. Please follow the 
manufacturer's MSDS recommendations, available on their 
website or at your CFE seed treatment stations. 

Seed treatments cause planter issues.

Today's treatment products include polymers to prevent seed 
bridging and sticky seed beans. 

If treatments don't work, I'm just out of luck.

In many cases, if a grower uses a seed treatment in the first 
application, the seed treatment is replaced if replant is necessary. 
In some instances, the seed is also covered up to 100 percent. 

COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS

There are many benefits to investing 
in seed treatment. Principle among 
them is getting the seed in the 
ground earlier without sacrificing 
germination rate, pest and disease 
protection, seedling vigor, plant 
health and – at the end of the  
day – yield and profitability.

• Early-season control

• Protect yields

• Higher germination rates

• Fight fungi, diseases,  
insects and/or nematodes

• Multiple options to  
best suit your fields

BENEFITS

>> technically speaking



treating your 
VALUABLE 

Animal Nutrients 
like CRAP!

www.myhealthyfarms.com  |  866-272-3775

Healthy Farms Deep 
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consistent
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Reducing the 
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How quickly things change. A couple of weeks ago 
we were commiserating about some of the worst 
winter weather seen in years, even decades. Today, 
we're thinking about tornadoes, hail and straight-
line winds.

Fortunately, for now at least, we are just thinking 
about them, which gives us a head-start on being 
prepared if severe spring and summer weather 
does descend.

 
HERE ARE SOME TIPS ON 
PREPARING FOR THE WORST:

HAVE BACK-UP – We all rely heavily on our cell 
phones for weather updates and radar, even the 
proximity of lightning strikes. But when moisture-
laden storm clouds come between the satellite 
and your device, service can and will be lost. That 
means you can't count on voice and data signals in 
a weather emergency. Make sure you have a back-
up weather radio, generator, crank flashlights and 
other "off-the-grid" devices to keep you apprised of 
the situation.

DESIGNATE A MEETING PLACE – Make sure your 
family knows where to go if they can't get home 
during a storm. Select a safe place like a storm 
shelter where they can go and wait for you if they 
can't reach you. This goes for neighbors, too. Check 
to make sure you all know where you'll go if a 
tornado is spotted so you can check on each other 
when the all-clear is sounded.

KNOW WHAT TO DO IF YOU'RE 
OUT IN THE WEATHER – We 
all remember the stories of when 
grandad had to cower in the ditch 
because a tornado snuck up on him 
while he was out checking cows. It's a 
dangerous place to be, but it sometimes 
can't be helped. If you are outside without 
cover when a tornado or strong straight-line 
winds hit, the National Storm Prediction 
Center, a part of the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
recommends that you lie flat and face-
down on low ground, protecting the 
back of your head with your arms.

CAUGHT IN A VEHICLE – Vehicles are 
extremely risky in a tornado. There 
is no safe option when caught in a 
tornado in a car, just slightly less-
dangerous ones, NOAA says. 
Depending on the situation, 
stay clear of traffic and belted 
into your vehicle, lying below 
the windows. If lower-lying 
ground is accessible, leave 
the vehicle and seek shelter 
there, staying away from 
trees and other vehicles. 
DO NOT try to hide under 
bridges or overpasses. The 
wind force and flying 
debris there can 
be deadly.

severe 
weather 
season

>> safety

Wait, What?! Didn't We Just  
Come Out of Severe Weather Season?

For more detailed information about  
staying safe in severe weather, visit the National Storm 
Prediction Tornado Safety FAQ page at www.spc.noaa.gov/faq/tornado/safety.html.



>> technically speaking

Protecting 
             Grass Tetany

Spring is approaching and that 
means pastures will be full of 
green grass once again. As 
exciting as this is for you and 
your herd, it's also a reminder  
that grass tetany needs to be on 
your radar.

Grass tetany is neurological 
syndrome within cattle that 
expresses signs of excessive 
alertness, nervousness and 
reduced feed intake. Within 

hours the cattle may convey a 
staggered, uncoordinated walk, 
salivate profusely, drop with 
convulsive spasms and, in the 
worst situations, die. 

It is predominantly caused by a 
magnesium deficiency, but there 
are other factors that can play 
into this as well. When surveying 
your particular situation you 
need to factor in the forage 
type, cattle condition, gestation 

period and climate. It's important 
to understand all nutrient 
interactions when developing a 
preventative strategy for your 
herd.

Grass tetany is most common 
in the spring when cows begin 
to graze on the new, luscious 
grasses that have sprouted after 
the winter months. 

These early grasses typically 
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AGAINST

"If you have any questions or concern on grass tetany, I wouldn't hesitate 
to switch to a high-magnesium product. All of our mineral products have 
magnesium in them for year-round consumption, but in the spring with 
cool and set grazing conditions, it is best to elevate the magnesium level." 

- JOE NILLES, Beef Sales Manager 



>> technically speaking
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contain low magnesium, low 
calcium, and high levels of 
potassium. The high level of 
potassium greatly increases the 
risk of grass tetany because the 
higher level of potassium in the 
forage decreases the absorption 
of magnesium. 

Some common grasses that 
cause grass tetany are; orchard 
grass, perennial ryegrass, timothy, 
tall fescue, crested wheatgrass, 
bromegrass, cheatgrass and while 
grazing small grain forages such 
as wheat, oats, barley, and rye. 

Joe Nilles, Beef Sales Manager, 
believes that grass tetany could 
be an issue in the CFE territory 
this spring because land is still 

wet and temperatures are leaning 
on the cooler side. 

The good news is that there are 
ways to prevent grass tetany with 
some very simple solutions. 

CFE recommends to start any 
high-magnesium mineral one-to-
two weeks prior to turning your 
cows out onto pasture. Nilles 
said, "If you have any questions 
or concerns on grass tetany, I 
wouldn't hesitate to switch to 
a high-magnesium product. All 
of our mineral products have 
magnesium in them for year-
round consumption, but in the 
spring with cool and wet grazing 
conditions it is best to elevate the 
magnesium levels."

CFE carries Wind & Rain mineral 
tubs with high-magnesium and 
high-magnesium with Altosid 
tubs from Purina. If you prefer 
to use loose mineral, they have 
options that contain high-
magnesium as well. Either option, 
tub or loose, will work great as a 
solution for combating possible 
grass tetany issues.

If you have any questions about 
grass tetany, which mineral you 
should be using, or any other 
cattle health concerns, please 
contact your local CFE feed sales 
representative to help you start 
the right preventative methods 
for your herd. 



>> people & places
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Whether the devastation has 
come in the form of floods now 
being endured by those in the 
Missouri River basin, fire, tornado, 
hurricane or earthquake, Bless 
You, Inc., will be on its way with 
a fully stocked travel trailer for a 
family left without a home.

Founded in 2012, the not-for-
profit is lead by Duane and Lisa 
Drost, Sibley, Iowa, farmers 
whose dedication to helping 

others has them dispatching 
travel trailers to states across the 
country, supported by an abiding 
faith in God and an ever-growing 
group of volunteers 
and donors who want 
to help.

"Whether it's driving 
a trailer across 
the country after 
a disaster or just 
helping out with gas, 

we couldn't do this without the 
great people we've met on this 
journey," says Duane. "It's all due 
to His love and guidance that 

Bless You, Inc., Delivers a Home for Families in Need.

A Camper
Called Hope

These Bless You, Inc., volunteers drove from northwest Iowa to 
Hamburg, Iowa, to give people who have no home a place to stay.



>> people & places
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we're able to give these families a 
home until they can get their lives 
back on stable ground."

With an inventory of 35 pull-
behind and fifth-wheel trailers, 
Bless You, Inc., works with 
churches to locate families and 
individuals in need in disaster-
stricken areas. So far, Bless You, 
Inc., has sent trailers to Louisiana, 
North Carolina, Iowa, Minnesota, 
Colorado, Oklahoma and Texas.

Some trailers are purchased, 
some have been donated by 
families who were upgrading to 
larger units and decided that the 
best use of their old trailer was to 
donate it to Bless You, Inc.

In fact, there are volunteers 
on the road bringing trailers 
back from North Carolina where 
they served hurricane-displaced 
families. At the same time, 
trailers are already in service 
in Hamburg, Iowa, where the 
massive Missouri River's flood 
waters are plaguing thousands 
of acres of towns, pastures and 
cropland. Plans are being made 
to help in Nebraska, as well. 

Although many of the disaster 
areas served thus far by Bless 
You, Inc., have been national in 
scope, the folks at home are just 
as important.

"If you or someone you know is in 

need in this area, please contact  
us," says Lisa. "Our mission is to 
serve those in need, according 
to Acts 20:35: 'Remember the 
words of the Lord Jesus Himself: 
It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.'" 

"We're not affiliated with any 
certain church, but we know 
that most congregations are 
willing to help us find folks who 
need us the most and to take 
the responsibility of keeping the 
trailers stocked while they're in 
use," Duane adds. 

Continued on next page...

Duane Drost, left, talks with 
volunteers delivering a Bless 
You, Inc., travel trailer to be used 
by the folks whose home once 
stood where there is only rubble.

This home in Hamburg, Iowa, was unlivable 
once Missouri River flood waters receded, 
having floated beds, refrigerators and pretty 
much everything else in the house. Another 
couple and their four girls can now go to school 
and work, having a comfortable home provided 
free-of-charge by Bless You, Inc., until they can 
get back into their own damaged house.
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>> people & places

When the Drosts say the trailers 
are totally stocked, they mean it. 
"They have pots and pans, linens, 
paper products ... everything a 
family could need because we 
know they have lost everything.

"They need a roof over their 
heads, a place to sleep and to 
feel safe, free of charge, for up to 
a year at a time," he explains.

The whole thing got started when 
Drost noticed that, after a natural 
disaster, large companies like 

Walmart and Hy-Vee could send 
water and food, which is great, 
but doesn't meet the needs of 
individuals.

"I just thought this was a niche 
that was not being filled and we 
could do this," he says. "So we 
bought a trailer and got started."

Since 2012, the drive to serve 
others has only gotten stronger. 
Bless You, Inc., doesn't do any 
advertising and most folks 
find out about them by word of 

mouth or through other disaster 
response organizations with 
which they have come in contact.

"Nobody gets paid in this 
organization," he says. "God has 
done some awesome things in 
our lives, and this is our way of 
acknowledging the power and 
grace by continuing to share that 
love with folks whose hope is 
running out."

Founded by Sibley, Iowa, farmers Duane and Lisa Drost, Bless You, Inc.,  
has 35 trailers in service across the US, assisted by local churches that help keep  

the trailers stocked with necessities for families displaced by natural disaster.

You can learn more about Bless You, Inc., at their website,  
www.blessyouinc.com or by friending them on Facebook @BlessYouInc.

Contact: Duane & Lisa Drost, Bless You, Inc.,  
2103 Redwing Avenue, Sibley, Iowa 

Call Duane directly: 712-260-0414 
Email: info@blessyouinc.com

Want to  Help?

This aerial photo from the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
shows the devastation left in the wake of 
levy breaks along the Missouri River.

Danny and Linda, Bless You, Inc., transport volunteers are traveling 
from California to pick up a travel trailer that had housed a North 
Carolina family after last year's hurricane, so it can become home 
for a family flooded out of their property in Hamburg, Iowa.



"I'm not ashamed of what I did," he 
says. "I had a hard life, an abusive 
dad, lost my farm in the 80s, my 
20-year-old daughter died, I got 
divorced ... I just gave up."

That's the day that Duane's years 
of depression finally won. He 
picked up a gun and shot himself.

"Waking up in the hospital, that's 
when my journey changed," he 
says. "I finally realized that God 
had a plan for me and I had to 
figure out what it was."

That was 15 years ago when 
Duane was 45 years old.

"I was a mess after that. I'm 6' 3" 
and I weighed about 120 pounds. 
But I went to church anyway and, 
you know, it's hard for people to 
know what to say in that kind of 
situation," he explains."I was kind 
of out there all by myself."

"But there was one lady and her 
husband who always sat next 
to me. Never said a word, just 
always sat by me," he recalls. 

"That meant so much. It 
meant that I wasn't alone 
after all and that God 
wanted me to see that I 
was included."

Years later, Duane 
happened to run into 
the lady one day. He got 
up his nerve and finally 
asked, "Ma'am, back then, 
why do you think God sent 
you to help me?"

Her kind response still 
brings him to tears. "What 
makes you think the 
help was for you?" she 
asked, providing Duane 
with a surprising new 
perspective on the impact 
he could have on the lives 
of others who may be 

silently suffering as he once had.

Duane's message is a moving 
example of what he wants to 
share with those who are walking 
through what he experienced 15 
years ago.

"I just want people who are going 
through what I did back then to 
know that there is a reason for 
you to be here. There is a plan. 
For me, it was to turn my life to 
the service of others who are 
suffering. That has made all the 
difference."

Duane says he's willing to talk 
with anyone who is struggling 
with similar emotions. "I know 
it's not easy to share the fact that 
you're feeling like this. But there's 
no shame in it. You have to talk 
to someone so you can break the 
cycle and find the better life God 
intended for you.

"I'm not a public speaker 
or anything," he says, "but 
sometimes people ask me to tell 
my story and, as I said, I'm not 
ashamed to talk about it. If I were 
ashamed, I wouldn't be able to 
use my experience to help others. 
It's how God wants it."  

Emerging from the Depths: 

Duane Drost's Tough Journey from  
the Darkness Back into Light
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>> people & places

I know it's not easy to share the  
fact that you're feeling like this. But 

there's no shame in it. You have to 
talk to someone so you can break  

the cycle and live the better life  
God intended for you.

- DUANE DROST 
Farmer, Suicide Survivor, Founder, Bless You. Inc.

"

"

What was formerly a chore – the simple changing 
of a tire – is now part of the joy of Duane Drost's 
life's work. A Sibley-area farmer and suicide survivor, 
Drost works hard to channel his gratefulness for 
the grace of God that saved him into service that 
provides travel trailers for families displaced by 
natural disasters – at no cost to the families.

If you or someone you know is in crisis, call National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
at 800-273-TALK (8255) or use the crisis text line at 741-741. In an emergency, 
call 911. You can also reach out to your local medical professionals, clergy and 

safety officers for information and resources. Just, please, talk to someone.

Need Help?



CFEVV Sharing New Perspectives & Information From Your Co-op

THE COOPERATIVE FARMERS ELEVATOR NEWSLETTER

WANTED: Positive Story Ideas

>> employee relations
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'Hey, That Would 
Make a Great Story!'
We know that for every CFE member, 
employee and community there's a 
great story and we want to share them 
with our readers.

Inspiring? Heart-warming? Neighbor-
helping-neighbor? All of the above. 
But we need your help.

THE ASSIGNMENT:

Share some brief details about a person or 
organization that is making a positive difference 
in our communities. You don't have to write the 
story, just share the information with CFE and 
we'll do the legwork.

We'll follow up and, if it's a story we can tell, 
we'll share it in a future edition of CFE Views.

It's not too difficult. Just remember the "Five 
Ws and an H:" Who? What? Where? When? 
Why? and How? If you only have the "who and 
what," we'll do the rest for you.

Call your local CFE location with your story 
idea, share it with a CFE employee or email it to 
Katie Flick, kflick@coopfe.com. Please include 
a phone number where we can reach you for 
more information.

We look forward to hearing from you and 
appreciate your help in sharing some inspiring 
stories with our members.



Program Puts Positive Ag 
Information in the Hands  
of Students.

Educating Youth 
on Agriculture

The CFE Advocacy Committee  will 
continue the donation of providing 
area elementary students with 
the tools to learn the real story of 
agriculture.

CFE committee members Nicole 
Knips, Millie Homandberg and 
Sarah Ranschau are heading up the 
initiative this year, coordinating the 
presentation books to 21 schools 
within the CFE territory. The books 
teach the reader about the positive 
aspects of our industry that are 
sometimes negatively interpreted, 
whether due to lack of knowledge 
or by design.

Location managers, sales 
representatives and location 

employees schedule a presentation 
of five or six books to the school 
library each year and take photos 
to commemorate the event. 
This annual presentation is an 
excellent way to show that CFE 
and its employees care about our 
communities and are passionate 
about helping youth learn about 
our industry.

Also, each book will have a sticker 
with our CFE logo and the message 
“Educating Youth on Agriculture” so 
they know where the books came 
from when they check them out 
from the library. 

>> community focus

SCHOOLS INCLUDED IN THE  
EDUCATING YOUTH PROGRAM:

• Sibley/Ocheyedan
• West Lyon
• Adrian
• Central Lyon
• GLR
• SOB
• Harris/Lake Park
• HMS
• West Sioux
• Alcester/Hudson
• Okoboji
• RV Community
• RV Netherlands
• MMCRU
• Spirit Lake
• Worthington
• Doon Protestant
• Doon Christian
• Inwood Christian
• Rock Valley Christian
• Elk Point/Jefferson
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By: CFE Advocacy Committee



The 2019 crop season looks 
to be getting off to a cold, wet 
start. The abnormally cold winter 
has resulted in exceptionally 
cool soil temperatures and deep 
frost. Sioux Falls recently set a 
record for the most consecutive 
days below freezing ending in 
March at 33 days. This gets us all 
thinking about how our planting 
conditions may be.

The likely soil conditions we 
will have to deal with greatly 
increases the importance of 
combating seedling diseases 
in our soybeans. The wet 2018 
harvest weather throughout the 
Midwest created issues with 
some soybean seed varieties and 
quality for 2019. Most companies 

will have some varieties that are 
at 80-85% germ soybean seed 
(90% is normal). In some cases, 
Diaporthe/Phomopsis fungus 

infecting the seed was generally 
to blame. Discuss with your local 
Agronomist about your seed 
placement for this spring.

>> technically speaking
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For more agronomy knowledge and insights, be sure to visit www.coopfe.com/news.

By: CFE Agronomy Team



This weakened seed will make it 
even more important this spring 
to have fungicide seed treatment 
on your seed. We have research 
to show this protection to start 
your season off strong. At left 
is 2018 seed treatment versus 
untreated seed germination data.

Other management decisions 
that can potentially increase 
disease protection are no-
till planting or higher residue 
conditions, earlier planting dates 
and lower seeding populations.

Lastly, another watch-out we may 
have in 2019 from our saturated 
soils from last summer-fall and 
our potential for saturation 

this spring, is how much of our 
beneficial nitrogen-fixing bacteria 
we will have. Most microbial 
populations need ample oxygen 
in the soil to flourish. Soybeans 
need these nitrogen-fixing 
bacteria to create the needed 
nitrogen for grain-fill. CFE has 
tested Preside CL inoculant 
($3.75/unit cost) in our replicated 
trials the last two years (6 sites) 

and we have gained an average 
of 1 bushel per acre yield bump. 
We suspect inoculants will be 
more important than normal 
this year with our anaerobic soil 
conditions that likely killed many 
of the existing populations.

Contact your CFE agronomist to 
discuss these concerns. 

Conditions that result in some 
key diseases are shown at right. 
Many conditions favor wet 
soils which we most likely will 
experience at the start of this 
2019 season. Some diseases 
shown here favor cooler and/
or warmer soil conditions. Keep 
this in mind if you are planning 
later soybean planting dates; we 
still recommend seed treatments 
for this protection to optimize 
germination.

>> technically speaking
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Optimum Conditions for Disease Development

Disease  Temperature Conditions That Favor  Origin 

Pythium 55-70s° F Wet Poorly Drained Soils Soil 

Phytophthora 65-70s° F Wet Poorly Drained Soils Soil 

Rhizoctonia 70-80s° F Wet or Dry, Hot, Herb. Stress Soil 

Fusarium 50-60s° F Cool Soils Soil 

Phomopsis 50-60s° F Seed Carrying Pathogen Seed & Residue 

Phomopsis Infected Soybeans

University of Minnesota and Independent Sources



WinField United is a trademark and InterLock and WinField are registered trademarks of Winfield Solutions, LLC. © 2017 Winfield Solutions, LLC

PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT 
DOWN TO THE LAST DROP.

This year, every farmer is facing tough input decisions. InterLock® adjuvant improves plant coverage and

reduces drift, optimizing your herbicide, fungicide, insecticide and desiccant applications. So while you might

pay a little more today, you'll be looking at fewer weed escapes tomorrow.

WinField United are trademarks and Class Act and WinField are registered 
trademarks of Winfield Solutions, LLC. © 2017 Winfield Solutions, LLC
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MAKE SURE YOUR TANK USES 
ALL ITS FIREPOWER.
Don’t leave any weed-fighting power in the tank

by adding a Class Act® water conditioner. These

convenient liquid formulations tie up minerals in

hard water that suppress herbicide effectiveness,

while nonionic surfactant and patented CornSorb®

additive drive active ingredients into the plant.

WinField United are trademarks and Class Act and WinField are registered 
trademarks of Winfield Solutions, LLC. © 2017 Winfield Solutions, LLC
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Some facts provided by U.S. Food & Drug Administration, Corn Refiners Association,  
The American Journal of Clinical Nutrition, www.foodnetwork.com, and www.bestfoodfacts.org.

It has once again been the 
heat of a recent advertising 
storm, this time by major U.S. 
beverage brands; pitting corn 
growers and refiners against 
advertising claims in a health-
conscious consumer audience. 
Its name could have a lot to do 
with the negativity it endures, 
but high-fructose corn syrup 
(HFCS) continues to be used as 
a marketing battle ground. Here 
we dive into what really is HFCS, 
why the negativity and is there 
anything that can be done to 
save this cost-efficient sweetener 
from all the heckling.

First, it is important to recognize 
three carbohydrates that are 
known as simple sugars. You’ve 
probably heard of sucrose, 
glucose and fructose. All are 
found naturally and provide the 
same calories per gram. What 
makes them different is in how 
they are processed and used by 
the body. Glucose is the body’s 
preferred energy source which 
converts much of our digested 
carbohydrates into this sugar for 
immediate energy or stored and 
used in muscle cells. Fructose, 
which is found naturally in 
fruits and honey is metabolized 
differently than glucose- through 
the liver. Sucrose is common 
table sugar and made up of a 
one-to-one ratio of glucose and 
fructose. Sugar comes from 
sugar cane or sugar beet plants.

HFCS comes from cornstarch 
and is made up of the same 
glucose and fructose as sucrose, 
it is just derived differently. 

Since cornstarch consists only 
of glucose, which doesn’t have 
the same sweetener abilities as 
fructose, a process of adding 
enzymes to cornstarch to 
convert some of the glucose to 
fructose takes place. (Sucrose 
also undergoes processing to be 
made into its everyday use form.) 
Common HFCS forms contain 
42 or 55 percent fructose, the 
latter used mostly for soft drinks. 
This means that for many foods 
containing HFCS, there is actually 
less fructose than sucrose which 
has a 50 to 50 percent ratio.

 
AN UNFORTUNATE 
NAME

The name was simply derived for 
the fact the sweetener is higher 
in fructose than its original form 
of corn syrup. In calling it high 
fructose, the intent was not for 
consumers to think it was higher 
in fructose than other sweeteners 
or solely made up of pure 
fructose as some have come to 
believe. Unfortunately, the name 
has since been used to fearfully 
promote it as an unhealthier 
option and the cause for health 
issues in the U.S.

National Corn Refiners did 
attempt to petition the Food and 
Drug Administration to change 
the name of the product to 
‘corn sugar’ in 2010. However, 
the attempt was unsuccessful. 
The FDA claimed the name 
change would be confusing to 
consumers due to the definitions 
of sugar versus syrup.

POOR TIMING 
AND UNHEALTHY 
EATING

Due to its availability and lower 
cost, HFCS is favored by food 
manufacturers. From breads 
to juices to soups to candy 
to lunch meats and more, the 
sweetener is a staple in many 
of our supermarket foods. It 
has been said to have gained in 
popularity in the 1980s and took 
off from there. Unfortunately, 
since that time, the obesity and 
health issues of Americans have 
also risen. A finger was quickly 
pointed to HFCS as the target. 
In actuality, the consumption of 
food and calories all together 
have risen.

In 2008, the American Medical 
Association concluded that HFCS 
did not appear to contribute 
more to obesity than sugar or 
other sweeteners. What was 
and has been concluded is that 
diets should only include  the 
number of calories necessary by 
the body, food should be  eaten 
in moderation and diets should 
incorporate fresh vegetables  
and fruits.

There’s no doubt that more 
arrows will be thrown at HFCS. As 
corn growers and agriculturalists 
who have helped bring a 
valuable, natural product to the 
marketplace, we can do our part 
by educating others on the truth 
about this safe corn syrup and 
the affordable food market it has 
helped to provide. 

>> industry issues

Pointing Blame at

CORN SYRUP
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The MMCRU FFA Chapter and 
Cooperative Farmers Elevator 
(CFE) partnership began a few 
years ago when CFE did a Purina 
protein and stress tub promotion. 
When a MMCRU supporting 
customer purchased a pallet of 
tubs, CFE would donate $20.00 
back to the MMCRU FFA Chapter. 
In years past this has been a 

donation of around $300 and 
this year it's looking to be more 
around $500. The Purina protein 
and stress tub promotion is 
just one way that CFE has been 
involved with the MMCRU FFA 
Chapter. 

Jeff Kollbaum, CFE Marcus 
Location Manager, has always 

enjoyed working with FFA and 
4-H students on their livestock 
projects. He thinks it's important 
to have CFE's involvement with 
the FFA programs to meet and 
become acquainted with the 
future agriculture customers and 
leaders in their communities. 
He also believes it's important 
for CFE and their employees to 

MMCRU FFA Chapter Introducing New 
Opportunities to Students Thanks to CFE.

>> community focus

A Hands-On Impact 
W IT H  LOC A L  F FA  C H A PTE R
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help share their knowledge and 
life learning experiences with 
students. 

"It's so exciting seeing students 
take interest, enjoy taking care 
of new projects and challenging 
themselves to something they 
never knew."

Sam Schroeder, MMCRU FFA 
Advisor, shared, "CFE has made 
their presence known abundantly 
in my classroom. The nutrition 
tub sales, providing supplies 
and lessons for my classes has 
made the agriculture experience 
for students real. Jeff Kollbaum 
has provided countless support 
for our agriculture program 
and currently helps us with our 
breeding gilt project. CFE is 
providing the bedding, feed and 
nutritional advice for animals 
at school. Our animals include 
a breeding gilt, rabbit, tilapia 
and occasionally, chickens. We 
are thankful for Jeff and CFE 
for taking the burden off of 
our chapter for paying for our 
animals' feed." 

Schroeder's Intro to Agriculture 
class is animal science based 
which led to them housing 
a gilt, named Rocky, in their 
greenhouse. With the help and 
instruction of Jeff, the classroom 
swine project also included 
artificially inseminating Rocky 
on December 22, 2018. The 
class has been watching her 
for any heat cycles and learning 
about the schedule of farrowing. 
Schroeder says it's been a fun 
process, especially for students 
who never worked with pigs. 

"CFE has done so much for us. 
Without them I don't even know 
if we would have been able to 
have Rocky. They are so reliable 
and kind. We will call them and 

in less than an hour the feed 
and bedding will be in the 
greenhouse," Gunnar Grage, 
MMCRU FFA member, said. 

MMCRU built a greenhouse in 
2018 and found funds to build 
an aquaponics system this 
year. The aquaponics system 
has created some learning 
curves for the FFA chapter as 
they learn how to balance and 
sustain both plants and fish in 
one system. Water quality has 
been their biggest challenge 
and monitoring fish feed was 
also hard for them to manage.

"Little did we know CFE has 
a feeding program for tilapia 
which has been helpful in this 
process," Schroeder said. 

Kollbaum says that the tilapia 
fish project is really unique 
and interesting. "Not only are 
they raising tilapia fish, but 
the water is also being used in 
their aquaculture experiment."

MMCRU FFA Chapter and 
CFE have a great relationship 
that brings unique and 
distinct hands-on agricultural 
experiences to FFA members, 
experiences that many other 
school districts don't have the 
pleasure of having. They both 
look forward to their continued 
partnership and enjoy working 
with each other.

"Thanks to CFE and their 
ongoing contributions, we 
have been able to keep 
our operations running 
smoothly and efficiently," 
Katie Bush, MMCRU FFA 
member, said. "Working with 
CFE has personally been an 
amazing experience that 
I hope to see continue in  
the future."  

MMCRU's ag program was able to incorporate 
swine breeding education through a partnership 

and resources with CFE's feed division.

>> community focus

Students at MMCRU welcome Rocky, 
a breeding gilt, to the ag program's 

greenhouse where she is being housed.



>> inside the kitchen

Why wait until it's 95 
degrees out to fire up the 
grill?! Nothing kicks off the 
season of sunshine like 
the tantalizing smell of 
pork chops sizzling on the 
grill. This quick and easy, 
spicy BBQ chop recipe 
pairs beautifully with 
grilled packet potatoes, 
corn and your family's 
favorite coleslaw. Can 
strawberry shortcake be 
far behind?

The Lyon County Pork Producers group is dedicated to helping local 
consumers serve their families flavorful, wholesome pork products 
through community events, classroom visits and by sponsoring local 
programs and partnerships with retailers and restaurants.

ABOUT THE RECIPE CONTRIBUTOR, 
LYON COUNTY PORK PRODUCERS

Photo Source: www.pork.org

It's Spring Grilling 
Time!
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8 boneless pork chops 
2 TBS salad oil 
4 tsp chili powder 
4 tsp paprika 
4 tsp black pepper 
4 tsp salt 
1 tsp cumin 
1 tsp oregano 
1/2 cup ketchup 
1/4 cup dijon mustard 
2 TBS hot sauce 
1/2 cup honey 
salt & pepper to taste

1. Combine all dry ingredients to make rub. Brush pork 

chops on all sides with oil, making sure to coat well. Lay 

out pork chops on a jelly roll type pan and freely apply rub 

to each side of the chop. Place chops in the refrigerator. 

2. Meanwhile, make your homemade BBQ sauce. Combine 

all remaining ingredients, blend with a whisk and allow to 

stand for 30 minutes before serving. Cover and refrigerate. 

3. Prepare your grill. When it’s hot, place pork chops on the 

grill over a medium-high heat. Grill chops approximately 

4 minutes on each side, depending on the thickness of 

your pork chops. Cook until an instant-read thermometer 

registers 145 degrees Fahrenheit when inserted into the 

thickest part of the chop. Remove from heat and allow to rest 

3 minutes before serving. 
4. Serve chops whole or sliced with BBQ sauce on the side.

INGREDIENTS DIRECTIONS

Recipe Spicy Grilled BBQ Pork Chops



800.422.3649  •  www.formafeed.com

Form-A-Feed provides comprehensive programs and services with the needs of the operation first.  

• Data & Analytics: Real data-based decision making tools to move your business forward. 
• Coaching & Training: Moving your team forward to accomplish real goals.
• Feed & Nutrition: Moving forward beyond traditional feed suppliers.

Learn more about our product and service offerings by talking with your representative, or by visiting 
www.formafeed.com. 

CUSTOM SOLUTIONS FOR
YOUR OPERATION
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Ocheyedan - Rock Valley

920 Main Street
Ocheyedan, IA 51354

www.coopfe.com

It’s all in the numbers.

We get it — numbers are critical. 85 days to rebreed, a 60-day 
calving window — all at a body condition score of 6. Maintain bred 
cows and profitability through changing forage conditions with 1 
nutrition program, the Purina® All Seasons™ Cattle Nutrition Program.

©2019 Purina Animal Nutrition LLC. All rights reserved. 

Get insights to optimize your breeding program at 

purinamills.com/breeding. 


