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The volatility of grain markets 
is one thing. 'Extremely' volatile 
grain markets are a whole  
other category that growers 
can't seem to get out of.
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ORDER
ANYWHERE  
ANYTIME 
ANY PRODUCT
Order your feed the "smart way" using Smart Order - 
CFE's new feed ordering platform partner.  
Providing dairy, beef, swine, and pet options  
to our members at no additional cost.  
Access this ordering platform  
anywhere from the web or  
on your mobile device.

How to Get Started: 
STEP 1:  
Create an account.

STEP 2:  
Using the plus button on the lower right,  
click to start a new order.

STEP 3:  
Input the details of your order - where to drop the 
order, delivery date, and any additional details.

STEP 4:  
Add products to your order by searching for the 
product or searching through your previous orders. 

STEP 5: 
Select the product quantity and click "Add to Order."

STEP 6: 
Submit your order by clicking "Send."

For questions, reach out to 
Brian Block, Feed Systems 
Manager, at 712-461-0015 
or bblock@coopfe.com. 

• Personalize your account with 
frequently ordered products 

• View and duplicate recent orders to 
make reorders quick and easy

BENEFITS:
Scan this QR code using your 

smartphone's camera or head to  
cfe.smartorder.farm to get started!
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About 
The Cover

Thoughts from 
the Board Room

Photo taken at the 2020 Rock Nobles 
Cattlemen Beef Tour. In today's climate, 

it's important to know  you can lean on 
your cooperative to provide quality supply 

throughout the branches of the industry - feed, 
agronomy, lumber, and grain. For updates 

regarding supply and CFE, check  out 
these articles in this issue of CFE Views:

This year is just like any other 
when it comes to the intent of 
your board of directors - finish 
the year with prosperity. A large 
factor of that accomplishment is 
establishing goals through frequent 
strategic planning.

In 2022, your board strives to 
keep the balance sheet top of 
mind. "Budgets are a primary 
topic at meetings as the need for 
early product orders continues," 
says Board President, Dave Van 

Holland. "Instead of taking on  
new major investment projects  
like we have done over the last 
couple years, we're focusing  
more on paying down debts  
and maintaining the quality 
locations and equipment we  
have," Van Holland shares.

As a year of preservation  
continues, find confidence  
in your board's ability to lead  
your cooperative into another 
successful year.  
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ABOUT CFE

Cooperative Farmers Elevator (CFE), is 
a member-owned cooperative, serving 
4,906 members at 26 locations in Iowa, 
Minnesota and South Dakota. The 
cooperative provides products, services  
and expertise in the areas of grain, 
agronomy, feed and lumber.
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ABOUT THE PUBLICATION

CFE Views is the official news publication 
of Cooperative Farmers Elevator (CFE) 
and distributed to co-op members and 
customers. The publication serves as the 
source for stories, highlights and features 
about the people, places and industries  
that encompass CFE.

A CornerPost Marketing publication.

CONTRIBUTE TO CFE VIEWS 
Your ideas are welcome! Submit 
stories and topics for future 
publication issues by emailing  
news@coopfe.com.

www.coopfe.com
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Confident in Quantity - And Quality
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Perhaps never in history have we had the 
volatility and uncertainty when it comes 
to agriculture markets and input supply. 
Everywhere you look there are transportation, 
inflation, and world events impacting your 
business and that of your cooperative. How 
we manage through the uncertainty and risk 
while providing our patrons the highest level 
of service, integrity and fiscal responsibility are 
how we approach our value to you, our patron.

As a cooperative, a large part of our 
responsibility is ensuring our members have 
what they need to be successful, but that doesn't 
come without its challenges. As we work with 
the supply chain issues faced each day, CFE 
continues to work and leverage our relationships 
across the marketplace to fulfill your needs. 
We feel confident in our quantity and quality 
of product as we prepare for spring across all 
departments. 

By now, we all have heard of all the issues 
associated with spring agronomy inputs. Our 
team forecasted potential agronomy shortages 
several months ago, and we are well positioned 
to handle our growers' spring and summer input 
needs. Shortages and allocations in chemistry 
have been addressed by shifting product 
blends and carefully predicting the needs of 
our customers. We appreciate our patrons for 
working closely with our agronomy team in 
planning for this growing season.

The feed department 
is doing everything in 
their power to make 
sure CFE's standard of 
feed quality remains 
high. Although rations 
continue to shift 
according to ingredient 
supply and price, feed 
quality and ration cost are carefully monitored. 
Amino acids supply and potential shortages 
are common, but CFE has taken an aggressive 
approach in working with our vendors to assure 
product availability and quality.

Grain receipts and shipments continue to be very 
large across the company. Farmer selling has 
been strong and CFE has aggressively marketed 
our positions as volatility in futures and basis 
markets have pressured the industry. As the 
markets wrestle with world supply and demand 
unknowns, the market has reacted in ways not 
seen in quite some time. CFE’s ability to touch 
multiple markets, both domestic and beyond, is 
extremely important.

The current lumber projects taking place today 
require patience, both for our customers and our 
team. Significant delays carry on, and product 
availabilities change daily. However, we are 
not afraid to leap at the chance to invest in 
larger quantities of supplies or seek out other 
manufacturers if product quality is sustained.

Transparency on availability and supply 
continues to be key. Know you are working  
with some of the industry's best at CFE, and  
we ask that you trust us when we say our 
members are our priority. Thank you for your 
business, and we look forward to working 
through another safe spring.

Rob Jacobs 
CEO

How we manage through the 
uncertainty and risk while 
providing our patrons the 
highest level of service, integrity 
and fiscal responsibility are 
how we approach our value  
to you, our patron.



>> youth in ag
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gaining

experience

'BOOTS 
ON THE 
GROUND'

With a commitment to the 
future, CFE has been proactive 
in providing area youth an 
inside look into operations  
and career opportunities. Over 
the past few years, CFE has 
worked closely with area high 
schools to give students job 
shadowing experience.

"This year, we worked with the 
Spirit Lake High School during 
their Junior term," stated Sarah 
Ranschau, CFE HR Director. 
"Through hands-on experience, 
these students gain an 
understanding of how we serve 
our customers and learn about 
career paths which may lead to 
roles within CFE."

"Last year, we worked with the 
Rock Valley Community High 
School, and we are continuing 
to reach out to schools in our 
territory," Ranschau shares. CFE 
offers job shadowing and on-
the-job training opportunities 
to students in the areas of 
accounting, agronomy sales, 
custom application, feed milling, 
feed sales, grain operations, 
kitchen and bath design, lumber 
sales and drafting, management, 
marketing, technology, truck 
driving, and more.

If you have a high school 
student who is interested in 
a job shadowing experience, 
please reach out to the CFE  
HR Department directly at  
hr@coopfe.com or by  
calling (712) 451-6280 to  
learn more. <<

ISABELLA OSTOVIC 
senior -  Spirit Lake High School

Izzy shadowed at the CFE Kitchen 
& Bath Design Center and CFE 
Ocheyedan Feed Mill. 

"I had the opportunity to intern 
at two wonderful CFE locations 
through an internship program 
at school. From these experiences, 
I gained communication skills, 
adaptability skills, and people 
skills. I learned that the agricultural 
career field has endless possibilities. 
I would like to thank CFE for the 
great internship opportunities!"

KATELYN KRIEGER 
junior -  Spirit Lake High School

Katelyn shadowed CFE Marketing and at 
the CFE Kitchen & Bath Design Center.

"Job shadowing definitely helped 
guide me in choosing a future career 
and college option. I also learned 
about who CFE is and how each part 
of the company (design, feed, grain, 
agronomy, lumber, etc.) works with 
each other. It was an overall great 
experience, and I would recommend  
it to anyone who would like to get  
some experience in the work force! 
Thank you CFE!"

JOSEPH BROWN 
junior -  Spirit Lake High School

Joseph shadowed CFE  
Outside Lumber Sales.

"I learned a lot about the sales of 
lumber and customer service. I saw 
how much every worker here cared 
for their customers and saw when 
someone would walk in, they would 
help them and make sure they 
found what they needed. I had an 
amazing time here for my J-term, 
and I’d love to come back next year. 
Thanks again for the opportunity 
and the learning experience."



people &  places <<
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The Start of Class II

CFE's drive to provide young 
farmers additional opportunities  
is one of the many ways we are 
raising the standard of what a 
cooperative means to its members. 
In 2020, CFE founded a young 
farmer leadership program called 
Core which allows a selected group 
of area farming decision-makers  
the ability to connect through 
valuable events, programming  
and networking.

Rob Jacobs, CFE CEO, says, "We 
want to provide our young farmer-
members the opportunity to learn 
from industry experts on a variety 
of topics, and assist each of them in 
attaining their goals as producers."

Core is a free 18-month program 
for a group of participants, or Class, 
of 25-30 farmers-members. This 
group of farmers, who are actively 
involved in a farming operation 
and engaged in their communities, 
meets every other month with 
other participants who have shown 
potential as community leaders 
and recognize the importance 

of agriculture for rural Iowa. 
Significant others are welcome and 
encouraged to participate as well.

Each class has individualized 
programming, dependent 
upon each class's preferences 
determined through surveys 
that each participant is asked to 
complete. Topics can range from 
farm financials and tax planning, 
to livestock performance analytics. 
Core also features topics like 
cooperative structure to aid in 
participants' understanding of a 
cooperative, as well as operational 
decisions of CFE.

"We want to invest in our farmer-
members in ways that exceed 
other educational meetings or 
production-ag resources," Jacobs 
says. "With this program we 
can truly provide them benefits 
that extend into their personal 
and professional development, 
community involvement, industry 
network and future successes."

The program launched when the 

Coronavirus was just beginning, 
and although it had its struggles, 
members of Class I still found the 
program beneficial and worthwhile. 
"I still feel like I've had great 
information and opportunities from 
the program, and looked forward to 
each meeting, " says Jordan Scott, 
Class I member.

The second class of Core kicked 
off on March 2, and keeps the 
same level of quality information 
and exclusive speakers as the first 
class with a slight shift. "We're 
incorporating a couple of members 
from Class I to serve as chairs 
for Class II," says Jacobs. "These 
members will improve what we 
have in store for Class II by sharing 
their opinions and help the new 
members through the program."

Although Class II members are 
finalized, if you're interested  
in becoming a future Core 
participant, send an email  
to core@coopfe.com to  
inquire about the upcoming  
class in 2024. <<

THE SECOND GROUP OF CFE'S YOUNG 
FARMER PROGRAM KICKS OFF.
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>> expert views
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Ag innovation can generate 
valuable solutions to address 
labor shortages, farm input 
costs, weather variability, and 
the demand for transparency 
and environmental 
stewardship in food and  
ag production systems.  
But all the technologies that are 
in the market today, were merely 
ideas at some point in the past.  
The path from idea to the creation 
of a new product in the market 
takes time, often years, and 
requires careful nurturing.

Ideas for novel solutions are often 
subject to intense scrutiny. Before 
they become products, they must be 
rigorously investigated, validated 
in controlled environments, tested 
under a wide range of real-life 
scenarios, and eventually, if 
there’s sufficient support, built and 
packaged for production. The entire 
process resembles a funnel with 
lots of ideas at the very beginning of 
the process. Just a fraction of them 
become new technology products 
in the market. That’s how we end 
up with autonomous tractors, 
cattle-herding drones, and artificial 
intelligence systems that can 
distinguish weeds from crops and 
calculate the weight of individual 
animals in a herd.

The rate at which ideas move 

through the funnel is influenced by 
many factors. Is there systematic 
evidence that the technology is 
reliable? Is there a strong demand 
for a new product? Does it provide 
an advantage over the current 
alternatives? Are there roadblocks 
that hinder the ability to deploy 
the new technology at scale in a 
cost-effective manner? Progress 
through the funnel depends on 
the availability of investments in 
capital, knowledge, and talent. As 
a result, some ideas move very fast 
through the funnel while others 
can seem to stagnate until the right 
conditions emerge. Some accelerate 
through the funnel with sudden and 
unanticipated speed, disrupting 
markets, displacing current 
products, and rendering other  
ideas in the funnel obsolete.

It’s a good time to focus on the 
funnel of ideas to market in ag 
tech as greater emphasis is placed 
on technology to address ag 
production challenges exacerbated 
by the COVID pandemic. Amidst 
the intensification of labor 
shortages, supply chain pressures, 
and geopolitical tensions, everyone 
has gained greater appreciation 
for the importance of reliable 
internet connectivity and online 
services, especially in rural areas. 
Limited broadband connectivity 
in rural areas has been an 

impediment for the adoption of 
ag tech innovation. As support for 
broadband connectivity increases, 
so does the opportunity for value-
added implementation of the 
Internet of Things (IoT) in fields 
and barns. More importantly, 
leveraging economies of scale, the 
same infrastructure required to 
deliver broadband connectivity 
to enable remote working and 
online learning, can open market 
opportunities for ag tech products 
and services.

Two examples of initiatives that 
leverage the support for broadband 
connectivity and promise to 
contribute to the funnel of ag 
tech innovations are the ARA 
wireless lab and the Artificial 
Intelligence Institute for Resilience 
in Agriculture (AIIRA). ARA will 
deploy infrastructure to facilitate 
the testing of new IoT applications 
starting in rural communities of 
central Iowa. AIIRA will expand the 
application of artificial intelligence 
throughout the ag value chain. Both 
will likely increase the number of 
new ag tech ideas, accelerate the 
testing and scaling of new products, 
and contribute to the development 
of a skilled workforce prepared  
to leverage ag tech in food and  
ag production systems.

Nurturing the funnel of ideas in 
digital and precision agriculture 
also requires keen attention to 
people. As ag tech solutions emerge 

Nurturing Ag Innovation
T

By: Nadilia Gomez, Chief Technology Officer 
Digital & Precision Ag Bioscience Platform, 
Iowa State University



As Chief Technology Officer for the Digital and 
Precision Agriculture Bioscience Platform at Iowa 
State University, Nadilia Gomez works closely 
with Iowa State University researchers to identify 
technologies with commercial potential in the 
Digital and Precision Agriculture space. She also 
works in tandem with the BioConnect Iowa CEO 
and staff to prioritize relevant opportunities for 
commercial development within Iowa.

Gomez is a native of Panama, where she studied 
Botany at the University of Panama. She earned 
an M.S. in Plant Biological Sciences and a Ph.D. in 
Applied Plant Sciences with an emphasis on Plant 
Breeding and Molecular Genetics at the University 
of Minnesota, then came to Iowa in 2010 to take a 
role at DuPont Pioneer, now Corteva Agriscience. 
Over nine years, she held multiple roles in the 
development and prioritization of digital ag 
solutions before serving as Executive Director  
for the Iowa AgriTech Accelerator.

expert views <<
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in the market, we should expect a greater 
demand for a tech-savvy workforce. The 
future workforce was born in the digital era 
of mobile computing. Their relationship 
with food and ag production systems may 
rebalance the expectations on productivity 
and sustainability. They might also have 
a different expectation regarding the 
workplace and work itself. Similarly, 
we should expect a shift in the ag 
innovators and ag entrepreneurs of 
the future. They might not all come 
from ag backgrounds as greater 
collaboration between farming 
experts and tech professionals 
accelerate those ideas in the funnel 
that have both robust technologies 
and create significant value for the 
farmer. Ag tech may revitalize the 
engagement of future generations 
with farming.

It’s extremely difficult to predict the 
future especially when the time frame  
from idea to product can span decades. 
Defining success is also very difficult.  
In fact, if we are successful at nurturing  
ag tech innovation, we should expect 
the most successful ideas, to turn into 
successful products, and relatively  
quickly be superseded by new products. 
Adoption will always be unevenly 
distributed across a continuum of early 
adopters of new technologies and fervent 
enthusiasts of current technologies. A 
healthy dose of skepticism is advisable 
when approaching new technology. It’s 
also wise to regularly review your plan to 
upgrade technology because new ag tech 
products are inevitable. We should also 
expect ideas to fail, and that shouldn’t 
deter us from incubating new ideas and 
trying out new products. Nurturing the 
innovation funnel is about creating an 
ample source of great ideas and effective 
mechanisms to allocate resources 
to the most promising ones, 
adapting to changes and 
responding to challenges. 
Doing so, provides farmers 
and ranchers with an abundant 
and diversified selection of 
validated ag tech solutions 
to ensure food and ag 
production systems 
remain profitable, 
sustainable, and  
resilient. <<

Nurturing Ag Innovation

Nadilia Gomez
Chief Technology Officer 
Digital & Precision Ag 
Bioscience Platform



25 SEASONS OF
GRATITUDE
O U R  A P P R E C I AT I O N  K E E P S  G R O W I N G .
Every season has been a learning opportunity, so what have we discovered  

over the last 25 years? Just how grateful we are for the growers who trust their 

seasons to CROPLAN seed. Putting your trust in our innovation and  

performance can help make your harvest a success.

©2021 WinField United. CROPLAN® is a registered trademark of WinField United.

See your local CFE agronomist today.

ASK ASK KYLEKYLE



We're having an issue 
with our employees 
getting injured through 
the big three: slips, 
trips, and falls. Is there 
anything we can put 
in place to help keep 
everyone safe?

KYLE SAYS: Employees are one 
of your top assets - keeping them 
safe is a must. Here are my top 
three prevention tips: 

1. Be sure you are wearing shoes 
with enough traction, especially 
in areas where the flooring  
may not be the most level  
such as gravel, split concrete, 
and brick.

2. Keep your area clean. Don't 
let anything pile up in your 
workplace to keep not only 
yourself, but also other 
employees and potential 
customers from tripping  
on clutter.

3. Clean up any and all spills. 
Be sure to keep all flooring 
dry, and in areas where water 
accumulates, place a mat to 
catch any water that may trek 
in. In areas where the floors are 
extremely damp or wet, be sure 
to place appropriate signage to 
let others know.

My family is always on 
me about wearing my 
seatbelt. Even got me 
paying $5 each time  
they catch me - a little 
steep, don't you think?! 
Any tips to protect me 
(and my wallet)?

KYLE SAYS: It may seem safe to 
make a quick trip without wearing 
your seat belt, but most traffic 
related deaths happen less than 25 
miles from where you left at speeds 
less than 40 mph. I know it's a bit 
inconvenient, but it takes less  
than three seconds to buckle  
up which could ultimately save  
your life in case of an accident -  
it takes longer to get out a  
$5 bill from your wallet. 

You're telling me, all 
this time, that the speed 
limit isn't a suggestion?

KYLE SAYS: Unfortunately, no. 
I remember doing a math lesson 
when I was in middle school where 
we broke down how much time  
you can save by going just over  
five miles-per-hour during a 30 
minute trip. The total? An extra  
two minutes saved! You're better  
off going the speed limit (which  
is not a suggestion) and keeping 
you and others safe. <<

Q:Q:

Q:Q:Q:Q:

safety <<
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It always seems to be that 
right around springtime, 
we're hit with severe 
thunderstorm warnings which 
can lead to an abundance 
of lightning, tornadoes, and 
even flooding in some parts of 
the state. In an effort to help 
prepare you for these weather 
events, here's a couple tips:

• Keep a battery powered 
radio in your basement or 
shelter at all times to be 
prepared for any event that 
may occur. Be sure to keep 
extra batteries around in 
case one goes dead. 

• Secure any outdoor objects 
to the ground that may get 
blown away, or place them 
indoors for the duration of 
the storm. 

• Remove any dead or 
rotting limbs on trees and 
bushes as part of operation 
spring maintenance as 
these could break off 
and get tossed into your 
window during a storm.

• Unplug any electronic 
devices in your home to 
prevent damage from 
power surges.

25 SEASONS OF
GRATITUDE
O U R  A P P R E C I AT I O N  K E E P S  G R O W I N G .
Every season has been a learning opportunity, so what have we discovered  

over the last 25 years? Just how grateful we are for the growers who trust their 

seasons to CROPLAN seed. Putting your trust in our innovation and  

performance can help make your harvest a success.

©2021 WinField United. CROPLAN® is a registered trademark of WinField United.

See your local CFE agronomist today.

ADDRESSING QUESTIONS 
REGARDING SLIPS, TRIPS, 
FALLS, & DRIVER SAFETY. 
By: Kyle Waletich, CFE Director of Risk & Safety

ASK ASK KYLEKYLE

& THE 
THUNDER 
ROLLS...



AG TECH
>> technically speaking
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AG TECH
TRENDS FOR 2022

FROM DRONES TO ROBOTICS, 
CUTTING-EDGE TECHNOLOGY WILL 
MAKE WAVES ON FARMS THIS YEAR.

Although the latest innovations of the day have been a key component 
of agriculture since the invention of the plow, the skyrocketing world 
demand for food and fiber over the past several decades has accelerated 
the need for ag tech. More efficient use of inputs and higher yields are 
not only goals for today’s farmer, they are mandatory.

As we move into the spring planting season for 2022, here are the top 6 
ag tech trends that may impact the industry over the upcoming months.

6

Although maintaining a skilled, consistent 
labor force in the ag industry has been a 
challenge for many farmers for years, the 
phrase “good help is hard to find” has taken 
on new meaning since COVID appeared on the 
American scene in the spring of 2020. “Help 
wanted” signs are visible in store windows and 
on websites across the nation, and along with 
the ag industry’s constant search for efficiency, 
the trend of farm robotics is beginning to make 
waves. Expect to see more large production 
operations replace traditionally human tasks 
with robotics. Typically, these will be repetitive 
farm jobs like vegetable picking, incubating, 
livestock management, and operation of 
milking machines. There are even “agrobots” 
that use artificial intelligence (AI) with 
infrared sensors to determine the ripeness of 
fruits like strawberries and tomatoes and pick 
them without any bruising at all. According to 
the company Harvest Robotics, a fruit picker 
can accomplish the same production as 30 
human workers, which is becoming more and 
more critical as a global shortage in farm labor 
shows no signs of resolving.

ROBOTICS

As urban development continues 
to chip away at available farmland, 
agriculturalists are devoting more 
time and energy than ever to the 
care of their valuable soil. Gone 
are the days when traditional 
methods of plowing, tilling, and 
overgrazing were viewed as the norm. 
Regenerative agriculture simply refers 
to practices that conserve topsoil, 
avoid indiscriminate erosion, and 
address soil fertility. These include 
no-till, crop rotation, multi-species 
and rotational grazing, and cover-
cropping, to name a few. Regenerative 
ag views the soil as a dynamic 
ecosystem to be supported rather 
than simply a growth medium to be 
used up, allowing the same acres to be 
productive indefinitely. Expect to see 
the topic discussed more than ever at 
various agriculture symposiums and 
trade shows in 2022.

    REGENERATIVE 
AGRICULTURE

21

Photo by John Deere.
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 The push toward local, traceable foods 
— especially in the younger, urban 
marketplace — will continue in 2022 as 
COVID continues to alter the landscape 
of agriculture. This trend is a direct 
result of how the pandemic exposed 
inefficiencies in global commodity 
trading, among other things. According 
to the Global Food Safety Initiative 
(GFSI), food retailers across the 
world are demanding certifications of 
suppliers to ensure food safety for every 
stakeholder in the value chain. This has 
led to an increasing use of blockchain 
— a digital method of recording 
information that makes it impossible to 
“cheat the system” — in the food sector 
for traceability and transparency. 
Originally created by researchers in 
1991, blockchain was first adapted 
commercially by the creator of the 
Bitcoin cryptocurrency in 2009.

Although artificial intelligence, 
or AI, can sound a bit like 
science fiction, it is becoming 
prevalent in many new types 
of farm equipment, like the 
fruit pickers mentioned 
earlier. For example, some 
of the latest John Deere 
sprayers use AI equipment to 
minimize both fertilizer and 
herbicide applications, using 
machine learning and robotics 
to differentiate between crop 
and weed species during the 
process. These methods can 
reduce application rates by 
as much as 77 percent and 
work hand-in-hand with 
regenerative agriculture 
practices. AI is also integrated 
into many drone photography 
systems and can create 
detailed crop analysis reports.

This unlikely term, known by the acronym 
IoT, is the collective name for physical objects 
containing sensors that communicate with the 
user through an internet connection. Examples 
are smart-home security systems, wearable 
health monitors, and vehicles equipped with 
self-monitoring sensors that measure engine 
performance. In agricultural terms, IoT 
equipment can monitor soil moisture and 
pH, air temperature and humidity, rainfall, 
fencing, livestock health, pest infestation, 
and much more. This data is then sent back 
to the farmer in real time via a mobile app or 
computer software, allowing the producer to 
react quickly to changing conditions, track 
various trends, and ultimately make better 
decisions. Expect to see more grants and 
funding to help support IoT infrastructure  
on farms over the coming months. <<

While drones are nothing new, recent changes in 
drone technology are making these aerial tools 
more affordable, easier to use, and more useful for 
farmers and ranchers. Applications include precise, 
three-dimensional farm mapping, gathering real-
time data on insect damage, nutrient deficiencies, 
invasive species, crop yields, and livestock 
headcounts. On large cattle operations, ranchers are 
even using drones to quickly locate and drive lost 
cattle back to the herd — a task that traditionally 
might’ve taken days on horseback. Other farms 
are using large drones to distribute seed and 
pesticides. While drone costs have dropped to the 
point where they are within reach of many farmers, 
smaller operations might consider hiring private 
contractors to handle drone work, a burgeoning 
industry referred to as DaaS, or drones as a service.

3

5
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DRONES

    TRACEABILITY 
OF FOOD & 
BLOCKCHAIN

   ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE

INTERNET 
OF THINGS
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>> community focus

Call it what you may - persuasion or 
a hard sell - when Jason Van Gelder 
first saw his companion, Ferris, he 
was begging to bring him home.

"I first met Ferris in South Dakota 
when I took Lola [Jason's female 
Weimaraner] for training, and 
when I saw him it was love at first 
sight," states Jason of Ocheyedan. 
"I knew right then and there, I 
wanted Ferris for my own. I didn't 

care if I had to beg, borrow or 
steal - Ferris was unlike any dog 
I had ever seen." And through a 
little begging, the Long Haired 
Weimaraner, would eventually find 
himself in his current loving home.

As self-professed dog lovers, Jason 
and his wife, Melanie, don't just 
own top-quality hunting dogs to 
have them; they are part of the 
family for life. Along with daughters 

Brooke and Katrin, the Van Gelders 
are pet parents to two Long Haired 
Weimaraners, Ferris and Iwo 
(pronounced e-woo).

While owning a dog with a  
pedigree may seem over-the- 
top to some, Jason has a keen  
eye for a quality breed that  
can't be denied. At a young age, 
Jason discovered the thrill of 
watching a highly trained dog  
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F E R R I S  &  I W O :

Two Dog's Tales

Photo © Ted Wentink.
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doing its job on a hunt and has 
never looked back.

"Growing up, we always had a 
Springer Spaniel," shares Jason. 
"But then I started hunting with a 
family friend who had trained Labs, 
and I knew then I wanted a quality 
dog like that for my own."

Jason is not someone to do things 
part way. Whether it's his family 
farm, swine production or his 
passion for hunting, Jason runs  
at 110%, and that includes finding 
the right dog.

After meeting Ferris on the training 
field, Jason started his quest in 
bringing Ferris home. At first, it 
didn't look like it was a possibility, 
but the door of opportunity opened 
up when one of Ferris's owners 
was no longer able to care for him. 
Jason jumped on the chance and 
as he states, "began pestering the 
other owner until she finally caved."

"She finally called me one morning 
and said, 'If you want him, you 
need to be here tomorrow,'" laughs 
Jason. He immediately loaded  
up and headed across country  
to Carter, Montana, to pick up  
his new friend.

It's a trip Jason has not regretted. 
"Ferris is not your average dog;  
not even in the scope of other 
trained dogs. He is so smart." Jason 
further explains, "Last year, I fell 

in a grain bin and had an injury. 
But life on the farm doesn't stop. 
Ferris would help me carry my tools 
across the yard as I would work on 
equipment. He's almost as good as 
a hired hand."

While most Weimaraners aren't 
trained in the tool area, they are 
working dogs - it's what they are 
bred to do. As Jason shares, "You 
have to keep these dogs busy and 
give them attention. They are very 
people-oriented, to the point they 
will have separation anxiety. If  
they don't get the attention they 
need, they will do things to get  
your attention, also known as, 
'Weim Crime.'"

This fall, tragedy struck the Van 
Gelder farm when their six-year- 
old Weimaraner, Lola, passed  
away unexpectedly. The family  
was left heartbroken at her loss. 
When fellow owner and breeder, 
Dawna Miller, heard of the loss  
she just happened to stumble  
upon another opportunity for the 
Van Gelders, a young male needing 
a new home. However, this premier 
pup was more than a long day's 
drive away. He would be coming 
from Holdorf, Germany.

"I will have to admit, getting a dog 
from overseas has not been a quick 
and easy task," shares Jason. "It 
took several months, lots of health 
tests, paperwork and a whole lot  
of patience."

Iwo, landed on American soil 
last November and is still getting 
acclimated to his new country.  
Iwo, like most young dogs, is full  
of energy - maybe a bit too much 
for his older brother Ferris.

"Right now, Iwo is living with our 
daughter Brooke," explains Jason. 
"The goal is that both dogs live here 
on the farm, but Ferris is set in his 
ways. Time and training will tell."

"Some people may not understand 
why we go to such lengths for our 
dogs," admits Jason. "Once you've 
experienced how amazing these 
animals can be and the amount 
of joy they bring to our family - I 
wouldn't have it any other way."

"They are incredible to watch 
working a hunt." Jason also shares. 
"Most hunters go out with the  
goal to get their limit. We take  
our dogs hunting purely for  
their benefit - they love it.  
Nothing is more satisfying than 
seeing their excitement when you 
reach for that orange vest in the 
morning and the pride they exude 
when they retrieve a bird. They 
really are amazing dogs." <<

Another day of 
successful pheasant 
hunting. On the left 
Jason and Ferris 
pose with friends 
and their furry 
hunting partners.

The Van Gelder family's Ferris proudly 
displaying his hunt of the day.
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CFE Member CFE Member 
NOTICE
MEMBER LAST KNOWN LOCATION

Voss Farms Adrian, MN

Elmer Homandberg Alcester, SD

Ashton Area Development Corp. Ashton, IA

John Bartels Ashton, IA

Jeff Johnson Ashton, IA

Jerry Pomerenke Ashton, IA

Jerry Seivert Ashton, IA

Dorothy Helmers Boerne, TX

Arnold Schlict Bradenton, FL

Robert Bruggeman Revocable Trust Brandon, SD

Kevin Marco Brandon, SD

Smid Farms Colorado Springs, CO

Bryan Pollema East Dundee, IL

Pjm Farms Elkhorn, NE

Gerald Pommer Ellsworth, MN

Quinten Wibben Fort Myers, FL

Daryl L. Janssen Forest City, IA

Lonnie Wipf Frankfort, SD

Gladys Bruns George, IA

Linda Bruns Patten George, IA

Marvin (Mike) Fedders George, IA

Dale S Groen George, IA

Luella Groen George, IA

Charley Gruis George, IA

Karl Kramer Estate George, IA

Darrell M. Bolin Grimes, IA

Donald Dillehay Harris, IA

James Hollowell Hartley, IA

Sherwood Otto Hartley, IA

Brent Peterson Hartley, IA

Robert W Van Wyhe Hawarden, IA

Lucille Hilbrands Smit Hull, IA

Doug Moret Hull, IA

Mike Van't Hul Hull, IA

Paul Brown Inwood, IA

My View Farm Inwood, IA

Hulshof Farms Inc Ireton, IA

Arlin Van Driel Ireton, IA

Lee Bernier Lake Park, IA

Jeanne Gross Lake Park, IA

Johnson Ag Service Inc. Larchwood, IA

R & M Stock Farm Larchwood, IA

Eloise Warner Living Trust Larchwood, IA

Mrs. Laura Schroeder Le Mars, IA

Herb R. Wick Lismore, MN

LMK Trust Long Grove, IA

Wendell Williams Milford, IA

Howard Getz Morton, IL

Annabelle Loose Lott Trust Newport Beach, CA

Phil Larson Rochester, MN

Josh Denekas Rock Rapids, IA

Dirks Milk Hauling Rock Rapids, IA

Byron Kaiser Rock Rapids, IA

Arthur L. Kaster Rock Rapids, IA

Ronald Rath Rock Rapids, IA

Corey Stratton Rock Rapids, IA

Richard (Rick) Davelaar Rock Valley, IA

Steven Bents Rushmore, MN

Engelkes Bros. Rushmore, MN

Warren C. Rohwer Rushmore, MN

Glenn Grooters Sanborn, IA

Helen Everts Seward, NE

Ben Blum Sheldon, IA

Maxwell Eddy Sibley, IA

Dolores Fink Sibley, IA

Precision Pork Lllp Sibley, IA

Brian Gradert Sioux Center, IA

Granite Llc Sioux Center, IA

John W. Cory Sioux Falls, SD

Lynn J Pudenz Sioux Falls, SD

Nellie B Smith Sioux Falls, SD

Kenneth Vellema Sioux Falls, SD

Namtvedt LTD Partnership Spencer, IA

Kayann Oswald Spencer, IA

Elanco US Inc Troy, MI

Edward C. Baughman Trust West End, NC

John D. Stierler Willmar, MN

Ray Kuhl Worthington, MN

Russel Miller Worthington, MN

Below is a list of patrons who need to 
update their address or who have an 
outstanding patronage check. If you are the 
responsible party, please call the Ocheyedan 
Admin office at 712-758-3636 to claim. <<

>> bulletin board>> bulletin board



jennifer westphal
FEED INGREDIENT PRICING & 
PROCUREMENT ASSISTANT

leah keene
PURCHASING/ 

PROCUREMENT MANAGER
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HOW CFE KEEPS 
FEED BINS FULL 
REGARDLESS OF 
SUPPLY CHAIN.

Just as it may be easy for a 
consumer to think that food 
comes from the grocery store, 
it can be just as easy for an 
outsider watching the process 
of feeding livestock - the food 
just comes from a feed truck. 

Of course, the reality is the folks 
involved in feed manufacturing 
must possess an amazing depth 
of knowledge and have the ability 
to juggle massive amounts of 

materials everyday to fill that  
truck with the right ingredients 

for safe, nutritious, cost-
effective rations.

A major undertaking on 
the best of days, the recent 
pandemic-driven supply-
chain disruptions have 
threatened to complicate 
the process even further.

Fortunately, the expert 
feed ingredients team at the 

CFE Feed Division know their 
stuff...feedstuffs, that is. And, as 

is often the case, it's not as much 
about the products being procured 
as it is about the relationships with 
the suppliers.

"The last six months have shown we 
need to make sure we have strong 
relationships with our suppliers 
to keep everything flowing as 
smoothly as possible," says Leah 
Keene, CFE Feed Purchasing/
Procurement Manager.

"Part of my responsibilities include 
managing the procurement of 
our bulk ingredients throughout 
the company," Keene says. "This 
includes purchasing ingredients 
such as dried distillers grains 
(DDGs), choice white grease,  
corn oil, salt, bakery meal, and 

monocal, as well as arranging 
freight and logistics for delivery. 
Having an understanding of our 
storage capacities at each feed  
mill is important.

"I also manage the feed 
ingredient pricing which involves 
understanding total product cost, 
freight, shrink, inter-company 
transfer costs and inventory 
management among other things, 
she adds. "It is important to stay 
current in the happenings in the 
markets and other supply chain 
disturbances as well."

While supply issues may provide 
a challenge, the CFE Feed team 
doesn't let that stop the ongoing 
dedication to quality and safety in 
the feed they produce.

"We make sure that we are 
bringing in quality products that 
have gone through all the safety 
requirements," says Jennifer 
Westphal, CFE Feed Procurement 
Support, which includes purchasing 
minor ingredients, arranging 
delivery to mills through direct 
shipments or transfers between 
locations. "Our team has traveled 
to all of our suppliers facilities and 
verified their biosecurity plans 
so we are very confident in the 
ingredient quality." <<



THE CALVING PREP 
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When calving season begins, it 
can be "all-hands-on-deck" until 
the last calf hits the ground. 
Preparations ahead of time can 
help make your life easier during 
those busy weeks or months.  
No matter the size of your  
herd, follow this checklist  
to be sure you're all set. 

    1 - Nutrition Planning

Work with an animal nutrition 
expert to find the best nutrition 
products for your herd's unique 
needs. A young group of two- 
to three-year-old females will 
have different needs than a 
more mature herd of seasoned 
cows. Good body condition and 
nutrient plans are essential 
during calving and breeding 
seasons, and quality feed is 
necessary before calves  
are weaned. 

    2 - Herd Health

Take some time to reflect on 
health issues that have plagued 
your calving seasons in the past. 
Were there problems that could 
be proactively addressed this 
year? Consider a call to your 

vet to determine management 
practices that could mitigate 
herd health issues during this 
crucial time. 

   3 - Facility Maintenance 
        (& upgrades!)

Do you have gates, pens, chutes, 
alleys, and fences to fix? Best to 
perform a maintenance check 
on your calving facilities as it 
has likely been several months 
since they've been used. Possibly 
consider investing in upgrades 
that could also ease the calving 
process and contribute to better 
results. Barn cameras have 
become popular in recent years 
for good reason - the ability to 
monitor a birthing heifer or cow 
from your device can help catch 
issues during labor before it 
becomes too late. 

    4 - Take Inventory

You'd like to hope that calving 
will come easy to cows, but 
sometimes interventions are 
necessary. Make sure your calf 
puller and chains or straps 
are clean and functional, and 
stock up on plastic sleeves and 

obstetrical lube. If the newborn 
isn't able  
to latch and suckle, or has had  
a stressful birth, keeping plenty 
of colostrum replacement on 
hand can be the key to reviving 
an otherwise weak calf. You  
will want easy access to a  
clean esophageal feeder and 
bottles - prep those ahead of 
time. Lastly, to save a midnight 
veterinarian call, it may be wise 
to also have a stash of penicillin 
and steroids on hand to treat 
emergent issues. 

    5 - Provide Protection

The freezing temperatures 
were likely top-of-mind for our 
January and February calve-ers, 
but cold, wet, dreary weather can 
still strike in March and April. 
Disease and poor calf health can 
easily be caused by damp and 
muddy conditions. Throughout 
the calving season, keep wind-
protected areas available with 
fresh, dry bedding in order to 
minimize cow and calf stress. 
Dangerously cold newborns can 
be revived quickly by simply 
drying them off, feeding them 
colostrum, and being placed in  
a calf heater or warm truck. <<

- B L U E P R I N T -

B R O U G H T  T O  Y O U  B Y  C F E
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CONVERSATION 
Around Conservation

technically speaking <<

COVER CROp 
bENEfITS
Having a ground cover this time 
of year poses many benefits to soil 
health. For example, fall seeded 
cover crops grow enough before 
the first frost to create a protective 
layer above the soil. This mat of 
plant material defends against 
water evaporation, wind erosion 
and water erosion. The roots can 
scavenge for nutrients deep in the 
soil profile while adding to the soil 
microorganism’s living ecosystem 
underneath the field surface. As 
temperatures rise and precipitation 
increases in the spring, cover crops 
help the soil hold more water and 
nutrients in our fields. 

A major cover crop challenge 
in the spring is terminating the 
winter hardy ground cover ahead 
of the main cash crop. Growers 
can plan to kill a cover crop either 
mechanically or with a herbicide 
program, depending on the plant 
species and environmental factors.  
It’s important to create a plan 
for termination that considers 
necessary time between killing  
the cover and planting the  
cash crop.

Residual benefits from cover crops 
come roughly 80 days later, when 
the plant decomposes and releases 
sequestered nitrogen back to the 
cash crop, providing an extra  
boost of nitrogen in corn between 
tassel and grain fill. All in all,  
there are a multitude of benefits 
from cover crops through the 
changing seasons. 

SpRINg TIllAgE
Part of working one of the most 
valuable assets, soil, is being 
mindful of the lasting effects.  
While some consequences are easy 
to see, such as rill erosion following 
a large rain event or dust storms 
provoked by high winds, there are 
additional consequences that are 
more difficult to see.

A time-honored practice, tillage 
can help incorporate plant residue 
and prepare a seed bed prior to 
planting, but at what cost? Unseen 
side effects from spring tillage occur 
beneath the soil surface with every 
pass. With breaking up the soil 
structure comes increased severity 
of surface erosion and contributing 
to a compaction layer just beneath 
the depth of disturbance. 

Strip till systems are able to 
prepare a seed bed in a narrow 
row while allowing the rest of the 
field to rebuild structure and soil 
health. No-till systems, while they 
may come with their own set of 
challenges, provide lasting benefits 
to both the crop and field itself.

Between the crop residue on the 
soil surface and minimizing below 
ground compaction, no-till fields 
allow rain water to better infiltrate 
through the soil surface as well as 
hold within the soil profile. If the 
soil can hold more water, crops  
will have a better chance during 
times of drought and reduced 
rainfall. To have a healthy plant 
during the growing season, we 
must first establish a healthy soil 
structure from the beginning of  
the plant’s lifecycle.

Each operation is different, but 
that's part of the fun! If you're 
curious about how to best 
incorporate cover crops or reduce 
tillage into your operation, get 
ahold of Rosie Roberts, CFE 
Conservation Agronomist, to  
figure out the best sustainability 
plan for you. <<

This time of year brings 
about a variety of questions 
including what hybrids 
should I be planting and 
what fertilizers to apply as 

farmers begin to prepare for the upcoming 
planting season. Make sure you're keeping 
cover crop management and spring tillage 
at the top of that list during the transition 
from winter to spring.

rroberts@coopfe.com | 712-317-3533
c o n t a c t  r o s i e :

By: Rosie Roberts 
CFE Conservation  

Agronomist
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Balance is key when it comes to 
the world's markets as one slight 
adjustment impacts other countries 
and industries. With the recent 
international relationship strain, the 
'normal' grain markets are gearing up 
to take a punch, and foresight into the 
after-effects will be imperative.

The volatility of grain markets is 
one thing. 'Extremely' volatile grain 
markets are a whole other category 
that growers can't seem to get out 
of. The global grain supply chain is 
intimately intertwined. Let's take 
a look at just how important these 
markets are to American producers. 

WORld MARkET pOSSIbIlITIES

The world's grain market is vast,  
but how big is it truly?

Each year, the world population grows 
by 81 million people, the equivalent 
to adding another United States every 
four years. Furthermore, 95.6% of the 
population lives outside of the United 
States which equates to 75%, or almost 
$60 trillion, of the world's purchasing 
power. Bottomline, the global 
market offers crucial growth for U.S. 
agriculture and access to the world's 
markets is incredibly important to 
growers' success.1 

U.S. gRAIN MOVEMENT

From initial planting to harvest, 
growers are incredibly knowledgeable 
about the growth stage of crops, and 
it's equally as important to be aware of 
what happens after grain is stored or 
dropped off at an elevator.

HOW ONE CHANGE 
CAN RIPPLE 
THROUGHOUT  
THE WORLD.THE 

gRAIN 
dOMINO 

EffECT
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Once the grain is at local elevators, 
it can be purposed into a number of 
products: feed, ethanol, flour, the 
list goes on. However if the grain 
is not used for those end uses, it is 
often moved to a bulk purchaser 
subterminal elevator.1

At these elevators, agricultural 
commodities are stored and 
transferred for both national and 
international transportation.2 These 
elevators are typically located near 
agricultural production hubs for 
ease of exchange. For example, 
once grain is ready for market at 
CFE, the grain team utilizes their 
relationship with multiple brokers 
that purchase grain.

Growers across the country utilize 
this grain highway to market 
their grain, and the United States' 
infrastructure supports it. How grain 
is moved to final domestic users:

1. 80% moved via truck on the 
164,000 miles of highway, 

2. 19% moved via train on the 
140,000 miles of freight 
railways, and 

3. 1% via barge on the 12,000  
miles of navigable waterways.1

But that is not quite the same  
set-up as it is for international  
grain movement... 

INTERNATIONAl  
gRAIN MOVEMENT

The United States has seen a shift 
in our largest grain customers over 
the last couple years with 2021's 
largest importers including China, 
Mexico, Japan, South Korea, and 
Canada. U.S. exports of grains in 
all forms reached an all-time high 
during the 2020/2021 marketing 
year. Exports rose by 28.3%, 
totaling 129.5 million metric tons, 
or 5.2 billion bushels, according to 
data from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture and analysis by the  
U.S. Grains Council.

Once the grain arrives in another 
country, it can be sold again to a 
company who off-loads it and puts 
it in storage. This foreign company 
might sell it directly to an end user 
or it could be sold several more 
times before reaching the final  
end user.

While there are countless possible 
trade scenarios, most exported 
grain is transported by at least 
three modes of transportation 
and can be traded between six to 
eight different companies before 
it reaches the final end user in 
another country. It is a delicate 
process that is reliant on others.

 

STAy INfORMEd

Just as the amount of rain directly 
affects crop yields and health, a 
stalemate in any facet of the grain 
supply chain can have a domino 
effect down the line. For example, 
when a top-five grain producing 
country has a turbulent period of 
time with another country, the 
affected growing seasons can have 
an international impact which 
trickles down to the local level.

As you go about keeping yourselves 
informed on global happenings, 
keep an eye on the markets, and 
reach out to your CFE team with 
questions about how an event may 
affect you. Our team of experts 
stays in-the-know 24/7, but if 
you're looking to add new resources 
to your tool belt, here are a few we 
found helpful to stay informed: 

• Karen Braun Twitter  
(@kannbwx): Karen  
reports on global issues and 
weather factors that impact 
farming markets. 

• IA/SD/MN Economic 
Development: A great spot 
to catch up on how worldwide 
events make a statewide impact.

• AgWeb.com: Follow this 
website or subscribe to one  
of their many newsletters for 
news, markets, and weather-
related information. <<

Corn: United States, Brazil, 
Argentina, Ukraine, & Serbia

Soybeans: Brazil, United States, 
Argentina, Paraguay, & Canada

Wheat: Russia, Canada, United 
States, France, & Ukraine

lARgEST gRAIN 
EXpORTERS AROUNd 
THE WORld

technically speaking <<

RESOURCES:   1. U.S. Grains Council;  2. Investopedia;  3. CNBC
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LOVE IT...

BRINGING YOUR VISION 
INTO REALITY WITH 
THE CFE DESIGN TEAM.

BEFORE

OR LEAVE IT.

It is likely you've watched the home 
improvement shows where a TV 
personality shows up to a home, 
and, 'viola,' in an hour or less a 
home has gone from rundown  
and out-of-date to something 
straight out of a magazine. While 
television shows make it seem 
easy, even the most talented do-
it-yourselfers may find themselves 
in a little over their heads when 
taking on a large home project. 
It's moments like this when it is 
great to have a partner - like the 
professionals at CFE Lumber.

"People are always amazed by 
all Ocheyedan Lumber has to 
offer when it comes to residential 
services and materials," says 
Gary Tracy, Ocheyedan Outside 
Sales. "Many people have the 
misconception we only deal in 
swine buildings. But we are actually 
a great resource for homeowners, 
whether they are doing a small 
project, a major remodel or a 
complete new build." 

CFE Lumber stores offer a variety 
of professional services including 

drafting and design. They will 
also help with a comprehensive 
estimate, so customers aren't 
surprised by unexpected material 
costs. More over, CFE Lumber 
also offers personalized customer 
service that large outlet stores fall 
short on. 

Just ask local home owners, Rod 
and Paula Paplow, who had the 
privilege this past summer working 
with the experts at the Ocheyedan 
store. Not only did they receive 
amazing customer service, but they 
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As with any home remodel or new 
build, one of the most overwhelming 
decisions is where to start! Let the CFE 
design team guide you, starting with 
Jesse Heyer in Drafting.

Jesse brings 5 years of drafting 
experience to the table - pun intended. 
Through a one-on-one meeting with 
Jesse, he'll start to put the ideas to 
blueprints for your project.

"I am usually the first person that 
clients will talk to when deciding  
to build or do an addition onto  
their house," states Jesse. "I get a 
completed plan to the clients where  
I show elevations, floor plans, and  
3D renderings of the project. I work 
with them 'til we have a final plan."

Give Jesse a call at (712) 336-6124,  
and let CFE guide you on your next 
home improvement project! <<

GETTING 
STARTED

OR LEAVE IT.

were able to garner the 100-plus combined 
years of experience the CFE Lumber team has 
in the construction business.

"Rod and I have nothing but great things to 
say about the crew at CFE," shares Paula. 
"We started our home remodel project as 
do-it yourselfers, and ended up getting Gary 
and the team at CFE involved. Their home 
construction knowledge was a life saver for 
us by helping with our truss design for the 
garage addition and brought our dream of the 
large cedar beam covered patio to life."

"Anytime we needed some guidance in the 
right direction, we knew we can count on CFE 
for advice," continues Paula. "All supplies 
were competitively priced and delivered 
right to our door when we needed them. Our 
dream of a modern farm house is becoming a 
reality because of the crew at CFE ."

If you have a vision for your home, give one 
of CFE's Lumber stores a call today to help 
put your plan into action. We have locations 
at Hartley, George, Ocheyedan, Okoboji and 
Spirit Lake.

JESSE HEYER

GARY TRACY
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In highly populated, urban areas 
across the globe, broadband 
internet service has become as 
common as running water. In 
fact, over the past decade, city 
dwellers and urban businesspeople 
have come to expect a high-speed 
internet connection without giving 
it a second thought; it’s supposed to 
be there, and it almost always is.

But in America’s rural heartland 
and off-the-beaten-path areas, 
residents still find themselves at the 
mercy of nearly unusable dial-up 
signals or no internet at all. Simply 
put, installing the infrastructure 
required for broadband into areas 
where few people live isn’t cost-
effective for internet companies.

That’s a problem as it relates to 
Iowa’s agricultural community.

With a world population that 
is steadily increasing, modern 
agriculture is tasked with producing 
higher yields on fewer acres, year 
after year. To meet this challenge, 
today’s farmers rely on technology, 
much of which must be delivered in 
real time via a high-speed internet 
signal. But without access to 
broadband, the best technology  
is no more useful than a tractor 
with a flat tire.

In a 2020 FastCompany.com 
editorial, Jahmy Hindman, chief 
technology officer of John Deere, 
said the pressure on farmers to 

provide food for a projected 9.7 
billion people worldwide needs to 
be offset by superior connectivity.

“There are already disruptions to 
the meat supply that are persistent 
as a consequence of the pandemic,” 
Hindman wrote. “Dairy farmers are 
also being challenged, as 50 percent 
of demand from restaurants, 
school cafeterias, and other food 
services is cut off. Contending with 
these added pressures makes it 
even more important to look for 
solutions to make other aspects of a 
farmer’s job more seamless — and 
rural broadband is key to that.”

The rural broadband statistics 
speak for themselves. The Federal 

IOWA’S RURAL & AGRICULTURAL COMMUNITIES STILL 
RANK LOW IN HIGH-SPEED INTERNET CONNECTIONS.

Broadband
IN SEARCH OF
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Communication Commission (FCC) 
reported in 2018 that 22.3 percent 
of rural Americans had no access 
to broadband, as opposed to only 
1.5 percent of urban Americans. A 
2016 USDA report showed that 29 
percent of American farms had no 
internet access at all.

According to the office of Iowa 
Governor Kim Reynolds, about one 
third of the state’s counties are still 
broadband “deserts,” where high-
speed internet is rarely offered and 
only 18.5 percent of Iowans have 
access to affordable internet plans, 
well below the national average of 
50.1 percent.

Loosely described, the term 
“broadband” refers to an internet 
signal that is faster than dial-up and 
always on. More specifically, this 
connection must deliver download 
speeds of at least 25 megabits 
per second and upload speeds of 
at least 3 megabits per second.  
Types of broadband include 
digital subscriber line (DSL), 
which delivers a signal over the 
traditional telephone lines; cable 
modem, which delivers the signal 
over the coaxial cables necessary 
for television; fiber, which requires 
a cable made of transparent glass 
fibers; wireless, which relies on 
a radio link between the user’s 
location and the service provider’s 
facility; and satellite, similar to 
standard wireless but relying on 
direct communication with an 
orbiting satellite.

Each one of these methods requires 
something above and beyond a 
simple telephone landline, and 
whatever that equipment and 
infrastructure is, you can bet it’s 

expensive. When spread out  
over many thousands of subscribers 
in a relatively small area, those 
costs become manageable, but for 
only a few people across several 
square miles — like you may find  
in Iowa’s rural farmland — the  
price becomes exorbitant.

Waiting for rural areas to become 
urbanized isn’t a realistic answer. 
Intentional funding must happen  
if farmers are expected to keep  
up with the world demand for  
food and fiber, and research  
shows that an investment in 
broadband infrastructure would 
pay huge dividends. A report 
published by the American 
Broadband Initiative states  
that if access to broadband and 
adoption of digital agricultural 
technologies matched producer 
demand, U.S. agriculture would 
realize benefits amounting to nearly 
18 percent of total U.S. market 
production – or $64.5 billion 
annually based on 2017 levels.

So, what are these “digital 
agricultural technologies,” 
exactly? Collectively, we’re talking 
about thousands of digital tools 
that accomplish everything 
from variable-rate fertilization, 
herbicide, insecticide, and 
fungicide application to real-
time soil sampling to on-the-fly 
equipment telematics. These tools 
are available on combines, planters, 
and sprayers, and are often viewed 
via smartphones, tablets, or on-
board screens. Even livestock and 
dairy operations are now being 
impacted by wireless technology, 
with animal wearables transmitting 
general health data directly to the 
producer’s mobile device. Studies 
suggest a 15 percent reduction 
in medication per animal and a 
shortening of the cattle finishing 
process by four to six weeks.

But these things don’t work  
without broadband.

While there are instances when a 
GPS device might work without a 
connection to the internet, whether 
by a wired modem or data delivered 
to a mobile device, that scenario is 
unreliable at best. For thousands 
of American farmers, frustration 
over not being able to utilize the 
technology that will likely increase 
their efficiency and yields is the  
rule of the day. 

BUT HOPE IS ON 
THE HORIZON.
According to Governor’s  
office, rural broadband has  
become a priority for the 
administration. Lt. Governor  
Adam Gregg says that “high- 
speed, reliable broadband is 
essential to participate in the 
modern economy.”

"As Iowa's first millennial Lt. 
Governor, I understand that 
broadband is an expectation for  
the younger generations that we 
must deliver to grow our state," 
says Gregg. "In the past year, over 
$300 million has been invested  
in broadband in Iowa from state 
and federal funds allocated by  
the Governor."

Gregg adds that the broadband 
initiative — which will install the 
physical infrastructure necessary 
to reach rural areas — will ensure 
high-speed internet access to 
Iowans in every part of the  
state by 2025.

To learn more about Iowa’s rural 
broadband access and initiatives, 
visit governor.iowa.gov. <<

Iowa ranks 45th 
in the nation in 
broadband access.
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These savory meatballs are perfect way to warm up a cold night. 
Serve them up with some garlic mashed potatoes or make them 
smaller and serve as an appetizer. Either way, your family or guests 
will love the combination of their sweet and sour flavors. These 
also make a great dish to keep in the freezer to have on hand. 

This is a family favorite of Jason and Melanie Van Gelder.  
The family farms outside of Ocheyedan, as well as raises 
hogs. Their real passion, however, is raising and training 
their Long Haired Weimaraner dogs. And as Jason will tell 
you, "We love to take the dogs hunting. But it's not about 
us, it's all about the dogs and making sure they have the 
best time possible." Read more of their story on page 14.

INGREDIENTS:

Meatballs

• 2 pounds hamburger

• 3/4-1 cup milk

• 1 cup soda crackers, crushed

• 1 tablespoon grated onion

• salt & pepper to taste

Sauce

• 1/3 cup vinegar

• 2/3 cup brown sugar

• 1 cup ketchup

• 2 tablespoons grated onion

INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Mix meat mixture and shape 
into balls. (Do not brown). 

2. For the sauce: Mix all 4 
ingredients pour over meatballs. 

3. Bake uncovered in a 9 x 13 pan 
for 1 hour @ 350 degrees.

4. Garnish with your favorite 
seasonings and garnishes such 
as red pepper flakes and chives.

Sweet, Sour & Savory

Sweet & Sour 
Meatballs



SWINE NUTRITION.
EXPERT CONSULTING.
QUALITY PRODUCTS.

Discover a nutritional program 
based on your farm's goals. 

FARROW TO FINISH FARM  
NUTRITIONAL PROGRAMS FEATURING:

• High potency vitamin-trace mineral premixes
• Large inclusion nursery basemixes
• Custom-formulated nutritional solutions

507.626.5829       WWW.IDEALANIMALNUTRIT ION.COM

NOT SURE WHAT  
YOUR FARM NEEDS?

We offer expert nutritional 
advice that creates and 
customizes the ideal 
nutritional program that 
keeps your production 
goals in mind every step  
of the way.

CONTACT US TODAY!
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Enterid™ feed additive addresses gut challenges by capturing bacteria to 
support optimal gut microbial profile and helps contain bacteria to support 
optimal environmental microbial populations. 

©2022 Purina Animal Nutrition LLC. All rights reserved.

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PURINA. 
ASK YOUR REPRESENTATIVE TODAY. 

ADDRESS GUT CHALLENGES 
WITH ENTERID™
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